EDITORIAL                                       No. 120    September & October 2015
It’s holiday time.  Schools are closed, people are away enjoying sun, sea and the weather (?) so it’s another ‘thin’ issue.  Perhaps November will be better.

The secret of getting ahead is getting started.
WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL

Your Parish Council have been busy dealing with a number of issues and some of them will have an effect on some or all of the parishioners.  It is that time of year when a lot of people are on holiday and so are concentrating on things ‘family’ and not issues which may affect the wider community or the long term future. This is also the time when developers seem to put in the controversial planning applications.  The normal applications are received for the odd extension or work on a protected tree but then you get the ‘bigger one’.

The issues around Junction 27 are still current and the article in the last magazine was accused of containing ‘glaring inaccuracies’ but when the critical writer was challenged, there was a proportionate apology and attempted explanation.  The letters are still appearing in the local papers in support and against and it is understood that the Ward Councillors are receiving correspondence on both sides of the argument.  Some of the press coverage is still a bit one sided but then not all of us can afford the services of a public relations company or ‘big name’.

The application for 97 houses on employment-designated land on the Mid Devon Business Park was refused by the planners, as was another for 5 houses on a small piece of land at the rear of the site off Muxbeare Lane.  There’s now an outline application for 105 houses on a smaller section of the employment site, with a couple of modest light industry units on the remainder. There will be a percentile proportion of ‘affordable houses’ for rent but 36 of the units will be in blocks of flats.  Is this suitable for the VILLAGE of Willand?  There is also an application being considered for an expansion of the Willand Service Station, with the building of a new filling station and shop on the adjoining land. The application includes seeking permission for 24 hour opening.
Approval has been given by Devon County Council for a Bio digester to create energy which will be sited at the rear of the Two Sisters site near to the sewage works.  The approval was for 25,000 tonnes of silage and maize and similar to be brought by road to the site to be added to waste from the factory.  An application has now been submitted for this to be increased to 55,000 tonnes per year and it looks as if other materials are to be included.  This will be transported through part of our village. The application has been temporarily withdrawn for technical issues but will come back. An application to straighten and widen the entrance road to allow articulated lorries to pass is still current. We have also been consulted on the activities of the same company who have applied to enlarge and modify their permission for a similar installation by the canal at Halberton.  You will no doubt have seen the problems allegedly present there through the local press.
You may also note that there is an application to greatly increase quarrying activity just past Waterloo Cross in Uffculme Parish.  Devon County Council have still not sorted their ‘oversight’ of 13 years in regard to the weight limit of lorries through the village at the time of writing. Your Parish Council Chairman has had some enlightening conversations with our Devon County Councillor on this issue as the latter has tried to ‘justify’ the position.
The other big issue is the potential closure of three of our play areas.  Once closed they will be lost but the next step, which is being avoided explanation by MDDC, is as to what will happen to the land when it is no longer a play area.  Just a speculative question to consider – no play equipment so land not used – land not used so no point in maintaining it – MDDC short of money so sell it to developers to build houses on!  Planning Regulations require a certain amount of green open space and Willand has a 64% shortfall according to MDDC financed consultants!  Call me a cynic????
When this issue first came up there was a groundswell of interest in the village to retain the play areas and the Parish Council robustly followed that line.  MDDC have not come up with answers to questions as to ownership transfers and the like and as time has gone on interest has appeared to fall away.  There is now a further consultation as part of the process. [A bit like the Irish over staying in Europe – they said ‘no’ and so they asked them again until they said ‘yes’!]  An MDDC officer has asked to meet with the Parish Council to answer questions we raised in January and March at meetings of the MDDC Policy Group.  He has been invited to our Full Council Meeting on 10th September at 1900 hours.  It is a public meeting and so you can be there.  It is hoped that our three Ward Councillors will also be present.  In the interim if you want to keep the play areas, please fill in the petitions and write letters to the Ward Councillors.  If there is not the public support then there is no point in looking to the Parish Council to work to retain the play areas.
Work still continues to provide the Willand Health & Community Centre but Ray Ursell will deal with that separately elsewhere.  Work also continues to try and keep the village tidy in spite of the cuts by Devon County Council and to a lesser extent by MDDC.  To all those individuals who have done their bit in cutting the odd bit of verge and keeping hedges and shrubs trimmed clear of pavement and footpaths a big ‘thank you’ – please keep it up. To those who have not found the urge to do their bit or take the view that ‘I pay my council tax so they must do it’ – please think again.
The subject of ‘doing things’ reminds me of dogs and the Jubilee Field.  There are some parishioners who are still thoughtless and let their dogs run around the field, under questionable control in some cases, and some leave little messages which are not cleared up.  The school wish to make more use of the field for some activities and so the last thing we need is for the children to pick up something on their clothes, or even worse, their bodies. Please act responsibly if you are there with your dog.  If you see someone not clearing up after their dog please challenge and report this issue and not leave it to someone else – it may be your child or grandchild who is adversely affected.
There is much more going on but space prevents going into more detail.  If you want to know more, read the notice boards or come to meetings. Oh! – did I mention that we still have five vacancies for Parish Councillors? We would love to have you join us.                     
Stop Press - People will be aware that Devon County Council is facing cuts in Government grant which means they have to make savings locally.  They are looking to Parish Councils to arrange or coordinate ‘volunteers’ to carry out various tasks such as grass cutting, sign repairing/cleaning, public footpath maintenance and much more.  Training in certain areas will be given.  This is to be formulated as Community self-help and community support (including the Road Warden Scheme).  More information is available by going to the following links:

https://new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/maintaining-roads/self-help-and-community-support/
https://new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/maintaining-roads/trees-and-vegetation/grass-cutting/
The Parish Council Clerk would be pleased to hear from any willing volunteers.  If you need more information or have any views to express on the scheme, your County Councillor is Ray Radford, who is contactable on ray.radford@devon.gov.uk or 01884 820000.                  Barry G J Warren

The best way to get things done is one at a time – and at once.

WILLAND THEATRICAL SOCIETY
July 4th, American Independence Day, was celebrated by the club with our Alfurian Fury, that saw a wonderfully costumed cast present a murder mystery, to a receptive audience who not only enjoyed the passionate performance but got a delightful meal all included in the price. The end result was that the culprit was discovered and the spinning Wizard ‘Whirlin’ had done away with the all too feeble King Alfa Crown, even though all the cast were in the frame!! A big Thank You to all those who supported the club once more and for those that missed out, keep an eye for posters advertising future events.
The club will be hosting a Quiz Night on Saturday 26th September in the Village Hall. £6 per person (teams of up to four people) with a Ploughman’s included. Bring your own drink. Do come and join the competitive atmosphere and show everyone all the useless and not so useless knowledge you have! Tickets available from Jeanette on 01884 32307 OR David on 01884 821336 but hurry, numbers are limited. Book by 19th September.
Well, summer is slowly creeping to an end and nights will begin to draw in. However if you’d like to have something to keep you busy from now until the early part of 2016, why not join us to produce, prepare & perform this years’ panto Dick Whittington? Auditions will have taken place in August but we always need help with costumes, scenery and general preparation for the three performances due to take place Friday 19th February & Saturday 20th February 2016. Contact Jeanette if interested.
Just one thought to leave you with, ‘Acting is all about honesty. If you can fake that, you’ve got it made’ – George Burns.                    David Keating
To live by or on water is to have peace lapping at your doorstep

WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

Our visit to The Garden House, near Buckland Monachorum, was very successful. We had lunch first at Endsleigh Garden Centre, where they do a good deal for senior citizens, then went by minibus to the gardens. They were in full summer bloom and are really delightful. The tea room there also does a good variety of lovely cakes! Our May speaker told us about the flora and history of Slapton Ley and, in September, we will be hearing about all year round colour in the garden.

Our Flower Show was satisfactory, despite the fact that only 20 people entered exhibits! Thank you to them and to the few people who came along in the afternoon to look around. We are looking at what to do next year as the Village Hall roof is probably being replaced in August. As there seems to be little support for the Show in the village, despite there being well over 1000 homes, the club will be looking into its future – perhaps combining with another village club, or abandoning it altogether.

Cup winners were: Mrs Statham for most points for veg and most points by a member across all classes; Mr Carlson for most points for flowers and best fuchsia; Mr Heard most points by a non-member in all classes and vegetables; Mrs Sanders most points for flowers by a non-member and for Flower Arranging; Mrs Salter craft cup; Mrs Holmes  for best sweet peas; Mrs Atherton for best foliage plant; Mrs Chapman for best gladiolus and Mrs Anderson for the member with most points who has not won a cup before. Diplomas in Horticulture went to Mrs Statham for her onion sets, Mr Carlson for his lilies and Mrs Catley for her floral arrangement of “A Night at the Theatre”. Congratulations to all the winners.

For more details about the Garden Club, please do not hesitate to contact me on 01884 33828 or email me on cbarwa@mail.com.              Carol Allan
If you keep still and listen, others say more than they intend.
LETTER TO THE ED.

Dear Brian, I made a decision a few weeks ago without having the opportunity to express my thanks to the many people in Willand and beyond who have been part of my life for so many years. Running a personal business almost seven days a week for the past twenty years brings one into contact with a wide variety of local people – not always customers – who were always happy to stop and have a chat. When I decided to pass the business on and take on the task of retirement, I was aware that life would not quite be the same again. So I shall take the opportunity to visit all those wonderful tourist spots around the U.K. that I have frequently been told about – but never had the chance to visit. So, thank you again to those who bought a car from me – and to those who just called in for a chat – I’m sure I shall miss you all.  My Very Best Wishes, 

                                                                                                            Jurgen   
FANTASTIC FARMING MEMORIES EXHIBITION! 

The Old Stables, at Coldharbour Mill in Uffculme, will be open during part of Heritage Weekend for a local farming history exhibition.  The exhibition is based on memories of farming life gathered from local people. It is part of an oral history project undertaken recently by a few members of the Uffculme Local History Group.  Everyone is very welcome and entry to the exhibition is free!  Tea and cakes will be available.  
The dates for your diary are Saturday 12th September and Sunday 13th September, 2pm to 4pm, at The Old Stables, Coldharbour Mill.  Follow the brown ‘Working Wool Museum’ signs in Uffculme.             Jeni Lupton

Don’t be reckless with your time – you won’t get it back.
CAMEO
In July, Sonia welcomed three visitors to the meeting and told us of the success of our cream tea party in Jenny's garden, raising money for our charities of the year. Our speaker was Martin Taggart, who had spent his working life as a member of London s mounted police. He attended Princess Anne’s wedding, the Queen’s  Jubilee celebrations and the State Opening of Parliament amongst  numerous other engagements.   Now retired, Martin spends his time working with animal charities, including the donkey sanctuary near Sidmouth. We ended the evening with a brain teasing flower quiz. 
The singles group had a lovely holiday in Nottinghamshire, and visited Lincoln, sampled Bakewell tart, had an enjoyable trip to Nottingham Castle and shops and had a stop, along with crowds of Japanese and Chinese visitors, to Stratford on Avon on the way home. We also had our annual picnic this year at Mary Tancock’s house, where we were able to sit out in her lovely garden, eat too much as usual and had lots of chat and laughter.
Our August meeting was a social evening but ‘business’ came first. Sonia told us that the beautiful embroidered tablecloth the craft group had been making had been raffled at the Devon County Show and raised £222.00 for Hospicecare.  Our meeting continued with a delicious fish and chip supper which was delivered to the hall and we followed this with a bingo session, organised by Frances Wilcox, with help from Judith Dawson.  The walking group had been to Ashclyst Forest, ending the afternoon at one of the groups house for refreshments -  the next walk will be on the Blackdown Hills.   Several members had had a very interesting day at the Withy and Wetlands centre at Stoke St Gregory, near Taunton. This business had been in the Somerset levels for over a hundred years. Originally, they were a big employer of local people but now reduced because of the arrival of machinery, mainly invented by the owners. We had a tour of the workshops and watched them working on an order from Fortnum and Masons for 250 hampers for their Christmas goodies. We then had a stroll through the withy plantation in lovely sunshine and it was a most enjoyable trip. And we were all intrigued by the coffins made from willows!
At our September meeting, our speaker will be telling us about ladies lingerie - we don't know quite what to expect. October is our A.G.M., and after the business we are having a ‘bring and share’ supper followed by barn dancing.
                                                                                          Betty Penberthy 

SPICELAND QUAKER MEETING HOUSE

The oldest Quaker Meeting House in Devon, ancient and new burial grounds and lovely peaceful gardens with views to the Blackdowns.   Come and visit and sit awhile.  Open for Heritage Open Weekend – Sunday 13 September 2pm – 5pm only.   Friends on hand to show you around.   After the disruption, our Meeting House has now been refurbished.  Teas and homemade cakes available – children welcome, Disabled toilet and access.  See http://www.spicelanduffculmequakers.com for directions.

                                                                               In friendship,  Pat Bell
LIFELINE ALARM

A Lifeline alarm provides help at the touch of a button 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.   The service provides peace of mind to people who feel at risk in their own homes. It gives people the freedom to live their life independently knowing that they can obtain assistance when they need it.
An alarm unit is connected to the telephone line and a button can be pressed to summon assistance.  The alarm is also supplied with a remote pendant that can be worn around the neck or wrist to allow help to be summoned from around the house and garden.  The call will be answered by specially trained staff who will contact the people that you have nominated to be contacted in such circumstances i.e. family, friends or neighbours.  In the case of a medical emergency the appropriate emergency service will also be called.  
This service is available to anyone in Mid Devon at a cost of £45.12 per quarter plus a one-off £30.00 installation charge.

KEY SAFES

A Lifeline alarm enables help to be summoned at the press of a button, but have you ever thought how your helper would get in to help you if you’d locked the door?  If the ambulance service cannot gain entry to your property they will call the police and ask them to force entry.  This could lead to expensive repair bills and leave your property unsecured if you’re taken to hospital.
Did you know that Mid Devon District Council can supply and fit a key safe for £48.00?   In the event of an emergency the Call Centre Staff will give the key safe combination to the ambulance service to enable them to access the door key that you’ve stored inside the key safe. For further information about both these services please call 01884 234383.
A stumbling block in your path can be used as a stepping stone.

THE SAMPFORD PEVERELL APPLE DAY 

The apple pressing extravaganza, organised by the Sustainable Villages group and which usually takes place in Sampford Peverell in the autumn, will this year be jointly hosted by Sustainable Villages, Uffculme Compost Magic and Uffculme Green Team.  

 

It will take place in the Magelake Pavilion Uffculme, on Saturday 24th October from 11.00 until 3.00.  There will be apple pressing, fresh juice to buy, music, stalls, children’s activities and plenty of refreshments (including lunch).  Come and join the fun – and bring your own apples for pressing!     Jeni Lupton
DEMOCRACY IN MID DEVON

There are many people in Willand who have taken the time and trouble to sign the petition forms in the Willand Service Station, the Willand Pharmacy in Gables Road and elsewhere. Unfortunately, as you will read in the article below, many of these signatures will be rejected by the authorities.  If you are unsure if you may be one of the supporters affected, please complete your details again on the petition form enclosed and forward it on to the address specified. The details will be compared to existing details that have been received and valid duplicates will be removed during the checking transcription.  If, having read the following information and you support the proposal for a referendum, it is perfectly acceptable for you to add your name, along with any other supporters, to the list and send it to the Freepost address. If you need to refresh your memory of the justification for change, it’s in the November 2014 issue of the Willand mag.                                             Ed.
CAMPAIGN FOR DEMOCRACY    -      PRESS RELEASE

The Campaign for Democracy has hit a major setback. Campaign organisers Cllr Jenny Roach and Cllr Nikki Woollatt issued the following statement:-

“Having transcribed 160 petition forms, we discovered that 25% of the signatures are invalid, the vast majority being rejected because the name or address of the signatory is illegible or incomplete.   A considerable number had no house name or number, with just a name and a signature with the name of their town or village. This is a real set back.   We had worked on the principle that a much smaller percentage would have to be rejected. We now have 252 petition forms, 160 have been transcribed and we are working on the rest. It is a very time consuming exercise!”

“A problem that we had not anticipated is the time it takes to explain to the people we approach the reasons for our campaign. Once we have explained, then people are more than willing to sign. Over and over again people have told us that they had no idea that such a system is in operation.  We have talked to hundreds of people and only one person has refused to sign! Because of this setback, we now have to get another 1,000 signatures before Mid-September. We have a significant number of helpers, a large number of the shops in Tiverton are collecting signatures and there is tremendous support from the Willand area. We really do need people from the rural areas to help us spread the word. We now intend to step up the campaign to obtain the necessary support. Newly elected councillors for Westexe, Cllr Jonathan Smith and Cllr Ron Dolley have offered to help the campaign and Cllr Bob Wright will be putting out forms in the Crediton area. We now have a freepost address, Campaign for Democracy, Freepost, RRHT-YACTRLKY   EX17, 3JT”. Forms can be obtained via email democracyinmiddevon@gmail.com or write to Jenny Roach 5 Hederman Close, Silverton. EX54HW. Tel 01392861042.
I’m sorry but the Form could not be displayed in these centre pages. ED
I’m sorry but the Form could not be displayed in these centre pages. ED

VILLAGE HALL  AND OTHER  LOCATION’S EVENTS
Pilates


                        Mondays            10.00 am,       11.15am 

Purelesque Knitting Group                    Monday                                      2.00pm 

Willand Art Group                                Monday,   Methodist Chapel      2.00pm

Cull. & Dist. Flower Club                1st Monday                                      2.00 pm    

Tai Chi


  
           Monday                                     3.45 pm

Beavers



           Monday                                     5.30 pm 

Cub Scouts


           Monday                                     7.00 pm 

Weightlifting Club                                 Monday                                      7.00pm

Scouts 



           Monday                                     7.30 pm 

Kettle Bell Pump                                    Monday                                    7.00 pm       

Running Club                                         Monday – meet at W.V.H. -      8.00pm

Upholstery Class                                    Tuesday                                   10.00 am

Flower Arranging                                   Tuesday                                    1.15 pm
Pilates                                                     Tuesday                                    6.30 pm                
Willand Vill. Hall Bingo                  2nd Tuesday                                     7.30 pm  

Tiny Tots


           Wednesday                                9.30 am

Flower Arranging   

           Wednesday                                1.15 pm        

Indoor Bowls Club                                Wednesday                                7.00 pm  

Garden Club                                     2nd Wednesday                               7.30 pm 

Running Club                                         Wednesday  -  meet at W.V.H. 7 .30pm

Pilates                                                     Thursday            9.15am            2.00pm        

Methodist Coffee Morning                1st Thursday    At the Chapel       11.00am                

CAMEO                                             1st Thursday                                  6.30 pm   

Karate


  
            Thursday                                  5.30 pm 

Kettlebell (Advanced)

            Thursday                                  6.45 pm

Folk Dance Club                      2nd & 4th  Thursday                                  7.30 pm 

Parish Council Meetings    1st, 2nd & 4th Thursday                                   7.00 pm 
Salsa                                                         Friday                                      9.45am
WiTS



             Friday                                      7.30 pm 

Methodists ‘Soup & Something’       3rd Friday         At the Chapel    12.00noon  Cowgirl Twisters                                3rd Saturday                                  7.30 pm 

Folk Dance


       2nd Saturday                                  7.00 pm  

Martial Arts


             Sunday                                    6.30 pm

ADDITIONAL  EVENTS
September         8th 
Club 55 Outing – Widecombe Fayre WVH   9.30am 

Saturday            12th          Garden Club Coffee Morning          W.V.H. 10.00am   

Saturday            19th          Culm Valley Model Rail Exib.        W.V.H. 10.00am

October  

Saturday             3rd           WHCC Car Boot Sale/Open Day    W,V.H. 10.00am

Saturday           10th          Club 55 Coffee Morning                  W.V.H. 10.00am

THURSDAY           15TH         CUT OFF FOR THE NOVEMBER MAG

Tuesday            20th          Blood Donors                                   W.V.H. 12.00am

Saturday           24th           Evergreens Coffee Morning            W.V.H. 10.00am

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL
The application for funding for initial assessment and plans for the new roof has been submitted, so we are waiting for a reply. Hopefully, we can then go ahead with the application for the major grant, which will require support from all our users. We will be in touch when your letters are needed, so please, please respond. We are not asking you for money, just support, although we would be grateful if you could help financially too. We are hoping to have not just the roof replaced, but also cavity wall insulation installed, so the Hall should be much warmer in winter and cooler in summer.

Anne Hooper has joined the trustees as an elected representative. We hope she enjoys her time with us. Thank you to Martin and Frances Wilcox, who cleared and planted up the small garden area to the right of the entrance and thank you to the Parish Council, which provided some of the plants. Frances is still running the bingo sessions, but the usual second Tuesday is sometimes changed to accommodate other bookings, so keep an eye open for posters

We are still collecting paper for recycling in the shed at the far end of the car park. This will normally be open from around 10 until 4 from Monday to Saturday. Please help us by putting papers in cardboard boxes, or tying them in bundles, if possible.                                                                Carol Allan
STOP PRESS
We would like to thank the small lotteries organisation, Awards 4 All, for giving us funding for a feasibility study, plans and tendering for a replacement roof for the Village Hall. This will enable us to have detailed surveys carried out to see the extent of the work needed.

The reward of being busy is time to be idle.

CULM VALLEY MODEL RAILWAY SHOW
Children can drive their own train on our new SOLDER model railway layout.  The little blue engine and his chums will be waiting to be driven by children (& adults) at our 7th Model Railway Show on SATURDAY 19th SEPTEMBER at WILLAND VILLAGE HALL.  It is open as usual from 10am until 4.30pm.  The cost is £4.00 for adults and only £1.50 for children.  
Club members have been working hard since Christmas to finish a layout designed essentially for our younger visitors making it double track (so they can race each other) and also including sidings for the older kids who would like to use their skill at shunting.  This will provide a good day out for families and will be great fun for visitors and club members alike.
Malc  Trump  has been searching around the country to find 16 top quality 
layouts covering many gauges and not only the UK but also the continent.  As 
usual, most haven’t been seen in Mid Devon before, although some old favourites have been invited back at the request of visitors to previous shows. 

Trade stands this year include regular Ray Heard who has two rooms covering top quality second-hand items at bargain prices in all the popular gauges, including overseas. The Burnham club have their private owner wagons covering most companies that traded by rail in the Devon & Somerset area.  For the 2nd year, Keith’s Bits & Pieces from Nailsea will be here selling – well, bits & pieces of anything to do with model railways!  The “Loco Doctor” will have a new stand specialising in the latest DCC systems and sounds for locos.  He will of course still use his skills to repair or improve any troublesome locos you bring along, (ideal if the kids train set is causing problems).   

As usual the ladies will be providing excellent refreshments with bacon butties, hot dogs, pasties, sandwiches etc. as well as tea, coffee and cold drinks. We hope to see you there on the 19th as the show is a great family day out. 

For further information about the show or the club, visit our webpage www.cvmrc.co.uk or phone Malc Trump on 01884 840369 or myself, Peter Fosberry on 01884 821811, or email at cvmrc@hotmail.co.uk
Don’t count on being satisfied when you get what you want.
 
KEEPING YOUR DOG SAFE IN THE WATER 

Don’t assume your dog can swim.  All dogs have to learn, just like us.  Some breeds are naturally strong swimmers, but other breeds (such as corgis and pugs) are not.  If your dog is not used to swimming, then the sea is not the place to start, so make sure he doesn’t get out of his depth.
For some reason dogs do drink salt water but it doesn’t do them any good and can make them vomit, or worse lead to potentially fatal salt poisoning.  Ensure you have plenty of fresh water to keep you both hydrated. 
Consider a life vest if you are planning to swim, sail or surf with your dog.  You can buy life vests for dogs of all sizes.  Waves and currents can quickly exhaust your dog, especially in cold water.  Apply sunblock to areas such as the nose and ears. You can also use high factor children's sunscreen.  Make sure your dog has a collar, ID tag and preferably is micro chipped, just in case he gets lost. Also, make sure your dog has a shady area to rest in and remember that sand can be scorching on paws on a hot day so make sure you have a blanket for them to lie down on.  Be careful to avoid heat stroke – watch for signs of overheating such as excessive panting, drooling, coordination problems, vomiting and/or diarrhoea and collapse.
If your dog suffers from arthritis, limit the amount of time he spends swimming in cold water.  He may think it is great fun at the time, but he will probably be very stiff and sore the following day.  They can also get tail sprain from using their tail as a rudder when swimming, which can be very painful.

At the end of the day, check your dog over thoroughly for cuts and scrapes, rinse him thoroughly to remove salt and sand from his coat and paws and dry him to ensure he does not get chilled.
A confidence shared is as good as putting it on Facebook.
FRIENDS of COLDHARBOUR MILL
MONDAY 31ST AUGUST – BANK HOLIDAY STEAM-DAY –10.30am-4pm with 100-year-old engines in steam from 11am! Displays of Model Railways & Dolls Houses, early textile machinery, the Puttee Story, the Millennium Tapestry. Visit the Mill Gift Shop for yarns, fabrics, rugs & throws all produced at the Mill, and locally produced crafts goods.  Sale on at Shop on all Mill goods!!! Refreshments. Free car park.   A great day out for the whole family! See: www.coldharbourmill.org.uk for more info..

WEDNESDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER – CREAM TEAS AT THE MILL. (last one for this summer!!) From 11am until 4pm at the very special price of £6.50 (including entrance to the Mill).  Other refreshments also available.  Don’t miss the last chance to come to enjoy the Mill along with a cream tea. Watch for posters advertising a car-boot sale  towards the end of September.

SUNDAY 25th OCTOBER - HALF TERM STEAM-DAY details as above.


              Jenny Border
CLUB 55

We have a few seats left for our trip to Widecombe Fayre on September 8th. We leave the Village Hall at 9.30am and will also pick up in Cullompton. If you would like to go, please contact me on 38217.          Margaret Atherton
CULM VALLEY METHODIST CHURCH ( GABLES ROAD)
Harvest Meal, October 3rd, 6.00pm.  Talk by Sam Booth on his experience as part of the World Scout Jamboree in Japan this summer. Free Admission, everyone welcome.                                                                         Paul Booth
WILLAND OLD VILLAGE GARDENS AND ALLOTMENTS
Over the weekend of the 27/28th June, six gardens and the allotments welcomed 270 visitors.  On Saturday the weather was fine and sunny, but Sunday morning was wet.  By lunchtime things had improved with the day ending dry, bright and warm and we had visitors from across Devon, Dorset and Cornwall.  We raised the remarkable total of £1,740.00 and this money will be sent to the National Gardens Scheme, to be collated with money from all the other gardens in the country opening in 2015.  It will then be shared out between the Macmillan and Marie Curie cancer charities; Hospices UK, various nursing charities, Parkinsons UK, and three smaller charities related to caring and gardening.

As we don't get a chance to see other gardens when we open our own, we all met up on the 16th July, did a very pleasant and informative garden tour, then had a bring-and-share supper at the last one, enjoying ourselves outside eating and chatting, on one of the warmest evenings of the summer thus far.

 

We plan to open again next year in early June, but NEED MORE GARDENS TO TAKE PART.  It's hard work, but fun and rewarding.  This is Willand's third year of open gardens.  Please contact Dorothy Anderson, on 01884 33415 if you would like to join us.  Thank you.

 

ST MARY’S CHURCH

Rev. Simon Talbot will be licensed for his new ministry as Leader of the Culm Valley Mission Community comprising Willand, Uffculme, Kentisbeare and Blackborough, on Wednesday 30th September at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Church, Kentisbeare, (NOT Uffculme, as stated in the Church Magazine). Simon, his wife Rachael and their four children will be living in Rectory Close, Willand and they look forward to meeting you in the near future. Simon will lead our Harvest Festival Service on Sunday 4th October 10. 15am at St Mary’s and hopes to be present with his family at the Harvest Supper on Friday 2nd October at 6.30pm in the Church Hall.                                Peter Thornton

WILLAND HEALTH AND COMMUNITY CENTRE

Update   The application for building control approval has now been submitted and tender documents have been sent to several potential developers.  We are now preparing a number of grant applications, which can only be submitted when we have quotations for the work.
Plans      As part of the grant applications we need to demonstrate support 
from the residents.  We also wish to show you exactly what we have done so far and what happens next.   We plan to have an OPEN DAY on 3rd October. This will be held in the Village Hall from 10:00 -16:00 and will include conducted tours of the Health and Community Site.  We plan to include a number of events on this day including bring and buy, car boot sale, coffee morning/afternoon plus others.  

Please put the date in your diary so that you can be at the first community event of this new venture.  Further details will be placed on the websites, notice boards etc.  If you want to be involved in organising the event or have ideas for fundraising,  please email me on ray.ursell@willandmatters.org.uk 

    Ray Ursell (on behalf of the trustees) 07770 238588 or 01884 821375

ROAD VERGES.

A new study shows that Britain’s road verges are home to 703 species of wild plants, more than in any other part of our landscape, and 87 of them are either threatened with extinction or heading that way. In addition, 88% of these wild plants provide nectar and pollen for bees and other insects, making road verges essential refuges for insect life; bird’s-foot trefoil alone is a food plant for 132 species of insect. 

In addition, 21 of the 25 Nation's Favourite Wildflowers grow on road verges. From cowslips and bluebells in spring to swathes of cow parsley and ox-eye daisies in early summer, our verges are home to most of the 25 favourite wild flowers as voted for by the public. And with 30 million drivers in the UK, they’re the most frequently viewed habitat too, providing many people with their only regular daily contact with nature.

But in much of Britain road verges are still being needlessly cut down in full flower threatening the wildflowers and the wildlife that depend on them. Many councils have already started cutting verges (REALLY? Ed) much too early in the year for flowers to be able to set seed and greatly reducing one of the most important food banks for our ailing bees and other pollinators.

Dr Trevor Dines, Plantlife’s Botanical Specialist, explains, “Over 97% of meadows have been destroyed in England since the 1930s. In many areas, rural road verges are the last remaining stretches of natural habitat for our wildlife. Road safety is the absolute priority but we know that verges can be managed better for wildlife whilst remaining safe for motorists. This means adopting some simple changes to management – like a delay in cutting to allow seed to be set - so that wildflowers can thrive”.

We are urging the public to sign a petition asking local councils to adopt them. Some councils are leading the way. Trials in Dorset, for example, are investigating how to combat the over-vigorous growth of grass on fertile verges (which is both detrimental to wildflowers and obscures driver sight-lines), by stripping turf, using semi-parasitic yellow rattle to stunt grass growth and even grazing verges with sheep. We are helping to showcase the work of councils like Dorset to show others that it can be done. Our guidelines are being currently being applied to 11,700 km of verge covering 2,300 hectares of verges – that’s equivalent to 2.5 times the area of remaining upland hay meadow in the UK - and with the public’s support we can do even more. 

For more information, please contact:         Katie Cameron –  01722 342759
You are never too old to set another goal 
or to dream a new dream.
